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¥ PIXMA Canon

Delighting You Always

RINTER
PRINT LOVE?

dentsumarcom’canon0l 19412

PIXMA E500
Compact Photo Printer

s ' \ with Ink Efficient Print
< | \ Price per unit
19 - MRP: Rs 5,999/-
¥ | ‘ Best Buy: Rs 5,895/-
] e

Introducing the new Canon PIXMA E Series Canon
with exclusive access to Creative Park Premium™.

printed on

| Cupid Dolls

PIXMA E500
Creating personalised cards, stunning 3D paper art, scrapbook
designs, origami art and tons of other wonderful things is now
child's play. Thanks to the affordable Canon PIXMA E Series

featuring Creative Park. You see, a printout isn't a printout anymore.

The image shown is indicative of the final 30 output
developed following Creative Park instructions.

= CREATIVE PaR

www.canon.com/c-park

Q_ SEARCH PIXMA | Canon Dealer Locator: SMS ‘PIXMA’ <LOCATION NAME/PINCODE> to 53635 « Wi-Fi* » Apple AirPrint* » Full HD Movie Print® » PIXMA Cloud Link* « Mabile Printing*
www.canon.co.in | CALL 39010101 OR 1800-180-3356 | Services available across 2367 cities in India I * Fun Filter Effect* » Easy-WebPrint EX* » Direct Disc Print* « Intelligent Touch System*
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Extreme performance & capactty.
For your UNrelenting creative amoition.

WD VelociRaptor | Hard Drive

Up to 1 TB of high-performance storage for power users.

Your creativity has no limits, so you need a hard drive to match. WD VelociRaptor drives give you
an unmatched combination of high performance and capacity; perfect for high-end video and
photo editing, 3D rendering, graphic design and much more. These 10,000 RPM drives feature
64 MB cache and best-in-class reliability so getting the job done quickly is something you can
always count on.

For further details on WD products
write: wddirect.india@wdc.com

B Western Digital India | www.twitter.com/wd_in

*For Technical Support / WD Express Service, Call Toll Free: 1800-200-5789 / 1800-419-5591
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FROM
THE
EDITOR

Small programs
called apps are
increasingly
dominating our
computing

experience. Slowly these apps have
moved out of the mobile domain and
moved even into desktops. In our cover

story we look at how to get free apps.

In the second part of our guide to
desktop publishing, we explain how to
create advance layouts. As usual look
out for workshops, product reviews,

national and international news.

Happy Reading.

Amit Tewari

a.tewari@nextgenpublishing.net

FOR DETAILS of subscriptions, back
issues, email addresses, our
technical helpline or how to contact
us for any other reason, please read
the Computer Interactive pages and
the last page.
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Securing Your Journey
to the Cloud

www.trendmicro.co.in

Now With Cloud Based
Smart Protection Network Technology

e L Qe

4 TlTANIl.JI‘ TITAN UM ¥ Real-Time Protection Antfwrus

g INTERNET SECURITY P MAXIMOM SECURITY X M Light on Resources & Antispam

o ACVANCED PROTEETION v o Parental Controls ¥ Smart Phone Protection*
Ao secumy "o #Securs Erase ¥ Socialize Safely*

¥ Data Theft Prevention

_ ol Now get
iy fa Indis and SAARC Free Mobile /Tablet security
with TMS

*Only for Maximum Security

Available for PC/ Laptop, Tablets and Smart Phones

A HURRY Festival sonanza offer

Exciting opportunity to win fabulous gifts on every purchase and registration of Titanium product.
So, rush now and get your Titanium Product and activate to get an assured gift.

Technical Support No. 1800 425 2667
Offer valid from Septmber 1st to November 30, 2012

NOW!

www.trendmicro.co.in

Weekly Bonanza Monthly Bonanza Bumper Bonanza

TITANIUM

_ (Antivirus Products)

YOUR DIGITAL LIFE - PROTECTED.

For more details contact: Ms Avneet Kaur - 91 88601 55562 mail to: avneet kaur@trend-micro.in

Trendmicro India Pvt. Ltd. 501 & 502, 5th Floor, DLF Place, Saket, New Delhi - 110017 Phone: +91-11-4269 9000

Mumbai: 801, 8th Floor, Housefin Bhavan, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400 051 Phone: +91-22-2657 3023
Bangalore: 511 - 512, 5th Floor, Prestige Meridian - |, 29 MG Road, Bengaluru - 560001 Phone: +91-080-4096 5068



[44]Curbing the copycats

Concerned that your children could be copying their

homew ork projects from the net?We explain how totell and
what you can dotostop it

46/Go loopy for music

Fancy making music, but don’t play an instrument?
Ifyou havea computer,thisisno problem -we show
you how

Perfect publishing

Inthe second part of our guide to simple desktop publishing,
weexplain how to create more advanced layouts

72 Game Review
Max Payne 3
The Walking Dead

Get any app free

Discover thelegal and easy waysto
fill your tablet or smartphonewith
apps-without paying a penny
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59 Retract a Facebook Media Player a new
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scratchgard

screen protection

“CAN You
SEE IT?

The Original & Invisible
Clear Protector

Scratchgard has been dedicated to screen protection since 2000 and specializes
in advanced screen safe materials. Our largest selling product is the clear
protector and one with the highest optical clarity allowing a crystal clear view
without haze that reproduces original colors and resolution.

FASHION MIRROR

PrivAcY FILTER
CLEAR TOUCH
ANTI BACTERIAL
ANTI GLARE

i For sales / purchase enquiries contact: sales@blingaccessories.in or call + 91 9892087003
CCES IE

H" Ig Available forall mobiles, cameras, mp3 players, laptops, netbooks and many more devices.




Branch offices
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Mithakhali Six Roads, Ahmedabad - 380006

Tel: +91-79-4000 8000 Fax: +91-79-4000 8080

Bangalore

#903, 9th Floor, ‘B’ Wing,

Mittal Towers, M. G. Road, Bangalore - 560001
Tel: +91-80-66110116 Fax: +91-80-66110117
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Editorial email
addresses

Sorry, but we can only give technical
help and consumer advice through
published replies in the magazine —
we cannot take phone calls or answer
letters personally.

For subscription enquiries, see the
details above.

For editorial enquiries, please write at
the email addresses given below.

Opinion, feedback and enquiries: ca@nextgenpublishing.net
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Visit our website: www.computeractive.in
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LETTERS Y ]

We want your opinions! Write to us on any of the topics covered in Computeractive

What is a

hacker?
While I appreciate the
concise nature of the Jargon
Buster column I must take
you up on one definition
that I saw in the magazine
and on your website, which
is the term ‘hackers’. You
define this as ‘people who
break into others’
computers and networks,
often in an attempt to steal
sensitive information’.

I am surprised and
disappointed in this
narrow-minded definition.
It is similar to the way some
people use the term ‘drugs’
to conjure up images of
criminal activity while
washing down an aspirin
with their coffee.

A hacker is a computer
enthusiast who has a good
understanding of a

‘o ayunal view
Our inohnology now.

The writer of our Star letter
will receive a iBall iRock -
earphones for pleasure
listening that comes in trendy
looking colours.

So start typing and

email us at
ca@nextgenpublishing.net
or write to us at: Letters, CA,
Next Gen Publishing Ltd.,
2nd Floor, C Wing, Trade
World, Kamala Mills
Compound, Senapati Bapat
Marg, Lower Parel (W),
Mumbai 400013 .

Last month’s winner:
Ganesh Patil
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w» Why all the jargon?

I have just sat down after making

some BILB (boiled infused liquid
beverage) from the WTI (water temperature
increaser) and now I’ve picked up my IDF
(ink distribution facilitator) and write this
NEC (non-electronic communication). You
see, my question is this: why in the world of
CRT (computer-related terms) do PWINs
(people who invent names) always use these
abbreviations? Haven’t they got any HSI
(heart/soul/imagination) at all? It makes it

so difficult for DBBs

(dumb-brained buffoons) such as me to
remember all the TI (technical info) when
we are trying to educate ourselves.
Pramod Singh

computer or a network and
uses that knowledge to create
and improve software and
hardware.

Without hacking I
probably wouldn’t be
writing this and sending it in
an email on the internet. Just
about all open-source
software provides
instructions on how to hack
it to improve it.

Krishna lyar

@Benefits of backup
My grandson

celebrated his 18th birthday
last week with a party at his
home, attended by family
and a few very close friends.
His father had spent a very
long time making a splendid
DVD to show photos and
video of his son growing up.

This production was
watched and enjoyed by us
all and was made on the
family Apple Mac. I was
promised a copy of the
production. However, sadly I
shall never get it because it’s
gone for ever.

Two days later the house
was burgled, and among

Buster.

Sadly, many manufacturers haven’t cottoned on
to the fact that the ordinary people who use their
products don’t speak in technical jargon, and
continue to use it.

We agree there’s too much jargon in the
technology industry. That’s why, since issue one,
Computeractive has been proud to use plain
English everywhere in the magazine and to
explain any technical terms using our Jargon

As you can see from the ‘What’s a hacker’ letter

on this page, readers do not always agree with our

other things, the Apple Mac
was stolen along with the
external hard disk that was
storing the backups.

On this equipment were
all the family photos, the
birthday production, and
even more importantly, my
grandson’s college work.

Luckily he had his next
week’s college work on a
USB memory key and other
stuff on the college website.
Nearly all the photos are
irreplaceable, though.

The moral of this is to
back up to a disk that’s kept
far away from your main
computer. This is what we
shall do in future. Anyone
who has really valuable
information should take
care with storage.

Sujit Rao

><]Technology for the
deaf
Your article ‘Access all
areas’ in makes little
mention of the benefits of
modern technology for deaf
people. My hearing has
deteriorated and I can no
longer use a speech

definitions — if you have a question or comment
about the Jargon Buster or the language in the
magazine, let us know at the usual addresses.

- Editor

telephone. I find that for
many purposes emails are
just as good as using a
telephone, if not better. On
the move I keep in touch
with my wife by text
message, with the vibrating
alert on my mobile phone
turned on.

Both emails and text
messages have the
advantage that special
equipment is not needed by
the people with whom I am
communicating. When I
found that I could no longer
use telephone banking my
bank suggested that I should
try online banking. I did and
found that it worked well.
Subtitles enable me to watch
TV programmes, although
they are sometimes
unreliable.

In my opinion charities
working for the deaf pay
insufficient attention to
promoting the benefits for
deaf people of what is now
mainstream technology.

Dipali Das



€ == [gilek

INSTANT POW=R

Charging Solutions for your
Smart Phones, Mobiles, MP3/MP4 etc. on the go..

Fully charge your Can Charge
Smart Phanes, Mobiles, from your Computer,
MP3/MP4 opprox twice* Loptop/Hotebook USB

Quick Charge your
Smart Phones, Mabiles,
MP3/MP4 in opprox 1 He. #

(Can Charge in Home
with Digitek USB
Home Adapter

Vi o/
ST
Different Colours
Inbuilt Safety Protection Can Charge in Car
System Ensure your " . with Digitek USB
Device Safety Available Connectors to charge your Device Gor Adupter
1 k. 3 | B m 4 il B | Q. _—
; | ! ! i . ! I '
IPhone/iPod L6 Micro USB Mini USB NDSL Nokio PSP Samsung Somsung Sony Ericsson

Y

Bluetooth Wireless Keyboard USB Mini Travel Charger (2-in-1) USB Travel Charger (10-in-1) Kit Universal Notebook DC Adaptor
Small size, soves waork spoce ond feel extrmardinary. This 2-in-1 Travel Charger Kit to quick charge yoor Multi functional lightweight USE rectractoble Allows you to use DC input voltage from your Cor. You con charge
Simple imitotion metal bright. Con be used wth Blockberry Mobiles, iPod, (Pod, Smort Phones, 10-in1 Cable including o Home Adapter & a Car most of the leoding Laptop brond & also in buitt USE Port
iPhone, iPod, Toblet PC & ather godgels having other Mohiles, MPE/MP4 & digital Devices anywhere at Adupter with inbuilt USB Port lo quick chorge 1o charge your MP3/MP4, Mobile Phanes, & other Digitol Device,
Bluetoath functionality & Can also connect with Home or in a cor, Compatible with most USB Devices your Blockberry, iPhone, Nokin, Somsung, Sony Ericsson, Select your matched 10 DC Connector fits to your laptop.
Desktop Pe’s with Bluetooth Dongle. Operating The kit includes o Home Power Adopier & Cor Power Motorola, LG & other mobile phones or Digitnl Devices Maximum Power Dut put : 90W Output Yoltoge : 15-20 Valt
Distance upto 10 mirs, Adupter with 2 in built USB part for charging device  Iike MP3/MP4, GPS, Digital Camer elc anytime anywhere. Over Current/ Yoltoge/ Short circuit Pratection
* : Batteries with copocity up to 1000mAR can be charged approtimotely twice.  # : Batteries with copacity up to 1000mah con be charged In approximately 1 He 1

I i\"fl S i\'{[ e I'C a n tl l C .\ l) \rt . I Jt ij . on all Digitek Products

Corporate Office : 704, Ring Road Mall, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi. Tel.:011-47074444, Fomc: +91-11-47074499  Email : info@imsmercantiles.in

Branch Offices : Mumbai : 09892088651 Kolkotta : 09830517744 Joipur: 09799211188 Ahmednbad : 09374232944 Hyderabad : 09390377744

L Follow us on

Web : www.imsmercantiles.in Facebook

wirw.facebook.com/imsmercantiles




Infinite Technologles
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UIZ 66

Now, the fun at Computer Interactive gets even more
rewarding! Take a crack at this ZION-Computeractive
Quiz and win! The contents of this issue contain the
answers! So, read, find the answers and shoot before 30th
October 2012 win a zany ZION RAM.

Mail to ca@nextgenpublishing .net with the subject-line:
ComputerInteractive Quiz No.66

1) Another name of software- '
o Oumat o CONGRATULATIONS!
b) Process Q The winner of Quiz no.65 is
¢) Thread Q Reshmi Shah, Gujarat
d) Class 4

2) The part of computer which allows us to view information-

a) RAM | _

b) GPU 0 Name: _

¢) Mouse 0 Address:

d) Display a

. . City: Pin Code:

3) What is the name of a small picture represents a program Tel. No. Mobile:

or folder —

a) Graphic Qa i

b) Icon Q Email:

¢) Software a Subscription No. (ror subscribers only)

d) Desktop a

The decision of the judges will be final and binding and no queries shall be entertained. The employees of
Abacus Peripherals and Next Gen Publishing cannot participate in this contest. Participants can also send their entries by
fax or photocopies at the Next Gen mailing address listed on colophon page. Winners will be decided by Lucky draw.
Winner Will be awarded with 1GB PC667 DDR ZION RAM
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Transcend Releases 128GB USB
3.0 and USB 2.0 Flash Drives

Transcend recently announced
their USB 3.0 JetFlash 760 and
Ultra Speed JetFlash 600 with
128GB capacities. Combining
blazing fast data transfer speed
with huge storage space, these
flash drives can be excellent for
effective transport, share, and
backup bulk data.

Transcend claims these drives
can hold more than 60,000
images (jpg compression, 2MB
file size), 32,000+ mp3 songs
(4min per song, 128Kbps
quality), or over 56 hours of
DVD quality video (2.25GB per
hour).

GOOGLE PLANS WIND-
POWERED DATACENTRE

The search giant has signed an
agreement to use 48 MW of wind
energy from the Canadian Hills Wind
Project for its latest datacentre. Google
will work with local utilities company
Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA)
to handle the power used by the
Canadian Hills wind farm.

Environmental group Greenpeace is
heralding the move as a positive step
for corporate datacentres.

Google will contract out wind
power from Okalahoma wind farm
Canadian Hills through way of its local
utilities company GRDA. The
company says that by using middle
men like GRDA it can better handle
renewable energy options.

Google's push towards green energy
adds to the growing list of firms
powering their datacentres through
greener energy. Both Ebay and Apple
made the jump to renewable energies
earlier this year.
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Besides offering incredible
storage space, the JetFlash 760
and JetFlash 600 provide super-
fast data transfers and compact
mobile convenience. The
JetFlash 760 utilizes next-
generation USB 3.0 technology
to provide transfer speeds of up
to 80MB/s, and features a
handy, retractable USB
connector, striking a well-
executed balance between
performance and ease-of-use.

It also features advanced
dual-channel technology that
combines the bandwidth of two
flash chips, the JetFlash 600

provides USB 2.0 transfer
speeds of up to 32MB/s and
features a lightweight,
streamlined design.

Additionally, Transcend
USB flash drives offer a free
download of the exclusive
Transcend Elite data
management software, which
features intelligent backup
scheduling, 256-bit AES file
encryption, and much more.
The JetFlash 760 and JetFlash
600 are now offered in 4GB to
128GB capacities. The new
64GB and 128GB JetFlash
760 are available for a

|| L]
suggested price of US$89 and
US$199 respectively, while the
128GB JetFlash 600 is available
for US$179. All are backed by

Transcend's renowned Limited
Lifetime Warranty.

SANDISK announces quick-install
client SSD caching solution to

boost PC performance

SanDisk Corporation recently
announced an affordable, easy-

significantly improve their
desktop computer’s performance.

their existing hard drive’s
storage.

to-install SSD caching solution The SanDisk ReadyCache The SanDisk ReadyCache

that lets consumers solution claims it can boost a product is a performance
desktop enhancing caching solution
computer’s that combines a 32 gigabyte
boot, 2.5in SSD that resides

shutdown alongside a desktop
and computer’s hard drive with

- application ExpressCache software by

gl launch Condusiv Technologies. The

Rea dycache times, software, sold exclusively by
allowing SanDisk, is easily

Solid State Drive consumers downloaded from the

to enjoy a SanDisk website and can be
more installed on any desktop PC
responsive running Windows 7 operating
computing system. The SanDisk
experience, ReadyCache solution carries
while a three-year warranty and an
utilizing MSRP of INR 3759.



Sony unveils short throw
home theatre projector

Sony unveils VPL-BW120S
Home Theatre Projector for
home entertainment. This

projector can be placed close to a

wall or screen without the need
to mount the projector. From as
little as 1.34 metres away, it is
capable of projecting a
stunningly-large viewing area
equivalent to a 100in screen

while maintaining image fidelity
and brightness. Given its easy set
up and short projection distance,

finding the best viewing
positions are a breeze, making
the VPL-BW120S the ideal
solution for bringing to life
casual big-screen entertainment
such as sports, movies and
gaming.

Using 3LCD display

technology, the VPL-
BW120S reproduces
output of 2600 lumens
(on high lamp mode)
at WXGA (1280 x
800) native resolution.
It also boasts of a high
contrast ratio of
4000:1 for rich colour
reproduction and 12-
bit 3D gamma
correction (achieves
uniform image colour
and brightness that
extends right to the
corners of the screen).
This projector has
built-in speakers
which can enabled through
HDMI connection, it also comes
with a variety of other input

options such as RGB,
Composite, S-Video, RS-232C
control input/output and audio
ports. VPL-BW120S projectors

e

will be available in India through
all authorized distributors, priced
at Rs 88000.

Smartphone

Apple announces new iPhone 5

The new iPhone 5 has a larger
4in display with a resolution of
1,136x640 pixels, whereas the
previous iPhone 4S had a
smaller 3.5in screen with a
resolution of 960x640 pixels.
Despite the increased screen
size the new iPhone is thinner
at 7.6mm and weighs 112g
compared to the 140g weight
of'its predecessor. Apple has
updated all of the apps
included with the phone, as
well as the ones it sells in the
App Store such as iWork and
iMovie, to take advantage of
the extra resolution. Apple
claims the new screen is larger
than that of the iPhone 4Ss, but
is still usable single-handed
unlike some phones from
competing manufacturers.

The iPhone 5 supports
wireless technologies that the
iPhone 48 does not. It's is
Apple's first smartphone to
use the faster LTE 4G wireless
broadband technology that's
already present in the iPad 3.
The new smartphone also
supports dual-channel 802.11n
Wifi.

The iPhone 5 uses the new
A6 processor which Apple
claims is twice as fast as the
AS processor in the iPhone 4S.
Curiously, Apple has yet to
specify how many cores the
A6 has. Despite the faster
processor and wireless
technologies, Apple claims the
new iPhone will have longer
battery life than the older
model. Apple has replaced the

familiar Dock Connector
with a smaller Lightning
connector. The new charging
cable can be plugged in with
either side facing you so
there's no ‘wrong' way to
plug it in.

Adapters will be available
to allow use of the older
Dock Connector cables with
the iPhone 5, although it's
unclear if those adapters will
work with speaker docks and
other peripherals that rely on
the old Dock Connector.

The camera has also been
upgraded from a five
megapixel model to eight
megapixels. Apple claims the
new camera can take photos
faster, one after the other, and
can take better looking

photos in low light
conditions.

The new camera can also
take panoramic photos more
easily thanks to a new
software feature in the
camera app. It can also snap
photos while recording
video at the same time, a
feature first debuted by HTC
in its One range of Android
smartphones.

Apple also claims that the
microphones have been
improved for better sound
quality when making phone
calls and using the Siri voice
recognition feature. The
iPhone 5 will be available in
two colours - an all-black
version and a white and
aluminium variant.
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Motherboard

ASUS introduces new F2A85 series
motherboards for Trinity APU

ASUS has announced their
F2A85 Series motherboards
based on the new AMD A85X
chipset and FM2 socket,
designed for AMD’s second
generation Accelerated
Processing Units (APU).
Embedded in the APU is an
AMD Radeon HD 7000 Series
GPU graphics, which is bolstered
by support for AMD Eyefinity
technology enabling an ultra-
immersive visual environment
on up to three independent
display outputs. Users also have
the option to add a discrete
graphics card to enable the Dual
Graphics feature.

F2AR8S5 Series motherboards
come with a variety of ASUS-
exclusive features to get users
more out of their APU, including
Dual Intelligent Processors 3
(DIP3) with new DIGI+ Power
Controls to save up to 65% in
system energy, GPU Boost to
enhance integrated graphics up
to 17%, a worry-free USB BIOS
Flashback tool and Remote GO!
to complement the multimedia
experience.

F2AS85 Series motherboards
also feature the USB BIOS

Flashback tool,
which offers users
the most convenient
way to flash the
BIOS. Users need
only insert any USB
storage device and
push the dedicated
USB BIOS
Flashback button for
three seconds,
which then
automatically
flashes the BIOS.
For extra
convenience, users
can use this function
without the need to
enter the BIOS or
operating system, as
well as being able to
function without
key components
such as the APU and
memory installed.

The Remote GO! function
goes further, enhancing the
multimedia to the next level by
linking PCs, tablets,
smartphones and TVs wirelessly
together through an existing
LAN cable and router setup. It
allows users to stream

multimedia content from PC to
DLNA devices, access their
computer anywhere using their
mobile device at home, while
also allowing easy file transfers
between connected computers
and mobile devices. It provides
seamless multimedia
environment for a futuristic

connected lifestyle with three
useful functions: DLNA Media
Hub, Remote Desktop and File
Transfer.

The prices of F2A85-V PRO,
F2A85-M PRO, F2A85-M and
F2A85-M LE are Rs. 9350,
9750, 7400 and 6350
respectively.

WD releases thinnest 2.5in hybrid hard drive
WD recently announced they are We S te rn

sampling a Smm-thin hard disk

performance
similar to today’s
client solid state

compared to current 9.5 mm hard
drives and at one tenth the cost of

drive featuring hybrid o = ® similar capacity SSDs.
technology. WD has developed drives (SSDs). DI g lta I These hybrid hard drives
hard drives slim enough for WD began combine NAND flash and
integration into today’s thinnest shipping 7 mm magnetic disks for superior

notebook PCs, which provide
high-capacity storage and
robustness while featuring
instant-on and application

height hard drives for thin-profile
notebooks earlier this year
(standard notebook hard drives
have been 9.5 mm). WD 5 mm

hybrid hard drives will enable
the market’s thinnest computers
to offer 500 GB of capacity,
utilizing almost 50% less volume

performance, responsiveness,
lower power consumption,
greater operating shock
tolerance, and data protection.
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| Alkin-One
Lenovo launches new all- m-one
systems for SMB’s

Lenovo launches two All In Accelerator and up to

Ones in Indian Market- 1600MHz DDR3 memory, spill

ThinkCentre Edge 72z and resistant keyboard, the

ThinkCentre Edge 92z. The ThinkCentre Edge 92z boasts

new range has been designed of'a21.5in wide 1080p LED

to equip entrepreneurs and HD display, optional 10 point

small businesses with space multi touch screen, 2GB

saving options, while optional graphics and a

providing optimised compact foot print to save desk

performance and enhanced space.

productivity. Lenovo ThinkCentre Edge
Both the AIO’s are 72z and 92z will be available at

powered by the new Intel Think exclusive stores and

third generation series multi brand outlets, at a price

processors. While the starting from approximately Rs.

ThinkCentre Edge 72z 27,500 +tax and Rs. 59,600 +

features Rapid Boot HDD tax respectively.

A long-lost childhood buddy’s house,
a client’s office or any address under the sun,
Mapmylndia GPS leads you straight to your precise destination.

206-222 } T
MAIN ROAD
ﬂnHlR CO!.OHT 1

L, 100 e

IN-DASH
PORTABLE NAVIGATORS I J
NAVI-TAINMENT SYSTEMS FIND EVERYTHING .GO ANYWHERE .

OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR CORPORATE GIFTING —m- i i—— o ———————
CALL:011-46009999.+91-99993 33223/4 SMS:GPST056767 VISIT-WWW.MAPMYINDIA.COM
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Yahoo launches App for Cricket fans

Yahoo! India brings the first-
ever full-fledged cricket app.
This app is available for free
on the Windows, i10OS and
Android marketplace and
offers a slew of features and
user-friendly interaction for
the user to follow live
matches, and also keep a tab
on the recent and upcoming
ones.

The app is the first to
offer a complete match
experience in a variety of
ways —with live scores,
detailed ball-by-ball
commentary which can be
filtered by wickets, 4s and 6s;

Notebook

an interactive score card
which allows the user to
browse through the batting
line up, fall of wickets and a
complete chronology of how
a match progressed.

With this app from Yahoo!
Cricket, users can now catch
all international matches on-
the-go. On a non-match day,
the app will connect the user
to specially created photo-
galleries, latest news articles
on the game, player and
team profiles, as well as
results of completed
matches, and schedules of
upcoming ones.

Industry

Fujitsu Refreshes Entire Bill Moggridge, designer

Lifebook Notebook of first laptop computer,
Portfolio for 2012 dies at age 69

Fujitsu announces the new 2012 portable 12.1-inch to desktop

portfolio of Lifebook notebooks replacement 17.3-inch models. Bill Moggridge, the designer of

for business users. Designed with New for summer 2012 are the the first ever laptop computer,

the latest 3rd generation Intel all-round Lifebook N532, has died, aged 69, following a

Core processors and offering LH532, AH532, AH552/SL and battle with cancer.

feature upgrades, Fujitsu’s 2012 UHS552, the versatile Lifebook In the late 1970s the British-born

Lifebook portfolio delivers the UHS572 and S792 and the top-of- designer was tasked with

usability, flexibility and the-range Ultrabook, the creating a rugged, portable

comprehensive connectivity Lifebook U772.They haven’t computer. Moggridge came up

required by ever-changing given any clues regarding the with the Grid Compass, the first

business requirements and all- prices. clamshell laptop that combined a government on design education,
day mobile screen, keyboard and computer become a trustee of the Design
computing. in one case. Museum in London and take on

New models to join
the already wide
Lifebook family
provide professional
users with the
ultimate choice.
Fujitsu is a one-stop-
shop for all mobile
business computing
needs, from ultra-
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Released in 1982 the Grid
Compass was so successful it
was used by Nasa in its space-
shuttle missions during the
1980s and by the US military.
The influential design went on to
become the laptop we all know
and love today.

His professional life also saw
him advise the British

the role of visiting professor at
the Royal College of Art in
London. Moggridge also wrote
several books on design as well
as producing videos,
presentations and teaching. In
his most recent role Moggridge
was director of the Smithsonian's
Cooper-Hewitt National Design
Museum in New York.
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Samsung announces Galaxy Note 2

I CALAXY Notell

Samsung has announced
the 5.5in Galaxy Note 2,
the successor to last year's
already massive Galaxy
Note 5.3in stylus-
equipped smartphone.

Despite the larger
screen, Samsung claims
the new Galaxy Note 2
will be easier to hold than
its predecessor since it's
taller but also a bit
narrower. The new phone
will weigh 180g and, like
its predecessor, comes
with a stylus for taking
notes and drawing.

Samsung has added
several new features that
rely on the pen,
addressing the relative
lack of pen-specific features
in the first Galaxy Note.
Sliding the pen out of its nook
while talking on the phone
will automatically open a
blank note onscreen so you
can jot down important

details. The pen is pressure

sensitive for use in drawing apps.

The pen can even be used to
'draw' shortcut commands for
tasks such as opening apps or
calling or emailing frequent
contacts.

A feature called Airview
allows the pen to preview
content, such as photos and
emails, without having to open
them — simply hover the pen
over the item to preview its
contents. Compared to the

paucity of apps that
supported the original
Galaxy Note, Samsung
announced that several third
party apps will support the
Galaxy Note 2 such as
Moleskine note taking app
and Autodesk Sketchbook.

Samsung promised that
some of the new software
features will be available as
a free software update for
existing Galaxy Note users,
but the company has yet to
confirm a release date for
this upgrade or which
features existing Note
owners can expect.

The Galaxy Note will
come with Android 4.1 Jelly
Bean preinstalled and be
powered by 2GB of memory
and a 1.6GHz quad core
processor. The phone is
available in India around all
major mobile stores and
Samsung Mobile Cafe's at Rs.
39990.

Verizon Chairman and CEO Lowell McAdam to
Deliver Keynote Address at 2013 International CES

The Consumer Electronics
Association (CEA) has
announced that Lowell C.
McAdam, chairman and chief
executive officer (CEO) of
Verizon Communications, will
deliver a keynote address at the
2013 International CES. The
2013 CES, the world's largest
and most important technology
event, runs January 8-11, 2013.
McAdam's keynote address will
take place at 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 8 in The
Venetian's Palazzo Ballroom.
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With more than 730 wireless
exhibitors expected at the 2013
CES, mobile connected devices
are driving the industry as
consumers seek mobility to stay
connected anywhere, anytime.
CEA research shows that
smartphone sales will see
continued growth this year and
will remain the primary revenue
driver for the industry. Shipment
revenues for smartphones are
expected to reach $33.7 billion
in 2012, with more than 108
million units shipping to dealers,

up 24 percent from 2011.

"As a world leader in
providing innovation in
communications, mobility and
entertainment, Verizon's success
comes from the key role it plays
in the lives of consumers," said
Gary Shapiro, president and
CEO, CEA. "We are excited to
bring Lowell McAdam to the
CES keynote stage to share his
vision for the future of expanded
access to technology,
empowering consumers around
the world."

The 2013 CES will feature
3,000 global technology
companies unveiling the latest
consumer technology products
and services across 15 major
product categories including the
latest in audio, automotive
electronics, connected home
technologies, digital
imaging/photography,
electronic gaming,
entertainment/content and
more. For more information on
the 2013 International CES,
visit CESweb.org.
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TRIED &

OUR STAR RATINGS

With every product we review, we tell it

like it is and give it Computeractive’s
authoritative star rating.

Here’s what those stars mean:

Excellent okokok ok
Worth it okokok
OK by us ko
Poor ok
Awful *

OUR STAMP OF APPROVAL

The Buy It! stamp

of approval is a
sign that a
product has

exceeded our
high expectations in both
quality and value for money. If you
see the Buy It! logo you know we were
impressed with the product and we think
you will be too. The Try It! Stamp is our
equivalent award for software and

services that are free of charge.

A list of products that we think are the
best available in various categories can
be found at the back of the Tried &
Tested section

PRICES

The prices we print are the suggested
retail prices set by the manufacturer.
Products can often be found much
cheaper on the internet or in shops.

TECHNICAL TERMS

AND JARGON

‘While we try to keep our reviews free
from technical language or jargon, it is
sometimes unavoidable. See the Jargon
Buster column for concise explanations
of highlighted words.

HOW WE TEST

Computeractive’s reviewers follow strict
guidelines to ensure the opinions
expressed in the magazine are fair,
accurate and independent. Every
product or service we review is
thoroughly examined and tested by
experts. The manufacturer has no
involvement in our tests and is never told
the result of a review prior to
publication. Please note that our reviews
grade products, not customer service.
We welcome feedback on our reviews
—send us an email to
ca@nextgenpublishing.net

-

Samsun

alaxy

e Samsung Galaxy Note

10.1 is an Android tablet

that can be used with a

stylus as well as with your
fingers. This seems a little old-
fashioned, but the stylus can be
useful for taking notes, drawing and
other tasks.

The first Galaxy Note was a large
smartphone with a 5.3in screen, but
this tablet model has a 10.1in
screen with a resolution of
1,280x800 pixels. The stylus is
stored away in a small nook when
not in use. Samsung has modified
the Android 4.0 Ice Cream
Sandwich operating system in
several intriguing ways, many of
which are supposed to take
advantage of the stylus.

The stylus automatically brings
up a window where you can launch
the included stylus-enabled apps
including a notetaking app
and Adobe Photoshop Touch. The
notetaking app is surprisingly
useful letting you quickly jot down
scribbles and annotate photos. It
can even convert your scribbles
into text that can be copied, pasted
and edited in other apps, although
this is rather sluggish and the
results can need editing.

Unfortunately using the stylus
isn't as seamless and enjoyable as it
should be. The slightly sluggish
responsiveness of Android
touchscreens that's a mild

Unusual split screen
mode, good battery life,
extra feature have
rough edges

OVERALL: K&k &
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Scribble and doodle on this new Android tablet

annoyance on other
tablets can be
infuriating here.
There's often a
small but noticeable
lag between
drawing something
with the stylus and
it appearing on
screen. It's
especially
noticeable when
trying to draw or
paint in art apps.

There's currently
only a limited
selection of apps
available that make
use of the stylus, both in the Google
Play store and Samsung's own
dedicated app store. Samsung has
promised more stylus apps are on
the way though such as Autodesk's
Sketchbook drawing app.

Most tablet apps run full-screen
which isn't always convenient for
certain tasks. The Note can run two
apps side-by-side, such as the note
taking app and the web browser
when can be very handy. This only
works with a very small set of the
included apps though so it's not as
useful as it could be.

A separate but related trick is the
ability to run several mini apps,
such as a calendar or calculator,
which float over the top of other
apps. They're basic but can come be
useful. Videos can run in a small
floating window so you can
continue watching while using
other apps, but this only works with
Samsung's own video player and
not other video apps such as
Youtube or Lovefilm.

Aside from the stylus and
Samsung's Android modifications
the Note 10.1 is otherwise is a fairly

standard Android tablet. The
1,280x800 pixel screen is bright and
sharp and the tablet as a whole
weighs 600g which is standard for a
10in model. It's a bit thicker than
other tablets due to its stylus nook,
but it's not too bad. There's a micro
SD memory card slot for adding
more storage if the 16GB isn't
enough.

The battery lasted nine hours and
13 minutes when playing videos
which is good for an Android tablet.
Although the Note has the same
1.4GHz quad core processor as
the Galaxy S3 it doesn't feel quite as
smooth as the smartphone. Apps
such as games run fine, but the web
browser often became sluggish
although quitting other apps helped.

We Say: This stylus-equipped
tablet has promise, but sluggish
performance, touchscreen issues
and a lack of apps means you
should think carefully before
buying.

DETAILS

Contact: Samsung India
Buy: samsung.com/in




HTC One V

The cheapest Android 4 smartphone we've seen yet

've reviewed a

handful of Android 4

Ice Cream Sandwich

smartphones over the
last few months, but they've all
been on the pricey side. The HTC
One V, on the other hand, is a
rather more affordable option.

The metal-clad HTC One V is
clearly from the same family as the
One X and S models we've already
reviewed, but it's smaller than both
and has an angled ‘chin' at the
bottom of its case. This serves no

Stylish sturdy, medicore
battery life, single core
processor

OVERALL: &k &

practical purpose that we can see, but
a pop-off panel on its rear gives
access to the SIM and microSD card
slots (though not the non-removable
battery).

Anyone spending this amount of
money on a new smartphone
obviously needs to lower their
expectations when it comes to certain
specifications, and that's certainly the
case with the HTC One V's screen.
Its 3.7in size and 480x800 pixel
resolution wouldn't be out of place
on a smartphone from two years ago,
but while it lacks the crispness and
vibrancy of the AMOLED screens
found on the far costlier Samsung
Galaxy S3 and HTC One V, it's still
clear, bright and perfectly adequate
for everyday use.

Onboard storage is another area
where HTC has cut costs as the One
V comes with a mere 1GB. This is

TRIED & TESTED

still more than some other
budget Android
smartphones we've seen,
but it makes a memory card a must
for anyone fond of apps, photos and
music.

The One V's five-megapixel
camera is merely good rather than
great since it produces images with a
lot of noise and it needs a very steady
hand when taking flash-free shots in
anything other than bright light.
There's next to no shutter lag though,
and while video recording is limited
to 720p rather than the increasingly
popular 1080p, the ability to capture
a still during shooting is a much
more useful feature.

The relatively low price means the
processor is a single-core 1GHz
model, but this still feels smooth and
sprightly. Our tests show this
processor to only be a little slower

Philips 227E3QPH

Inexpensive IPS screen with HDM|

hilips 227E3QPH is a sleek
22 inch IPS monitor. Much
to our surprise, this low cost
monitor has a HDMI input
and features like PowerSensor and
SmartContrast. It has a resolution of
1900x1200 with an aspect ratio of
4:3.
This piano finish all black monitor

Decent performance, good
features, mediocre stand

OVERALL: &%k

has a sleek stand, and looks elegant
on any desktop. But the non-
adjustable stand feels slightly flimsy,
which is a bit of a let down. All the
controls are placed on the front right
side. The touch controls are neat,
though difficult to use with one hand.
We had to hold the monitor steady
with one hand while pressing on the
control buttons.

This Power Sensor feature
continuously checks whether a
person is sitting in front of the
monitor. If it does not detect a person,
it goes to standby mode
automatically, thus saving a lot of
power. SmartContrast is another

notable feature, this
controls the dynamic
ratio. The interface is
very simple and lets
you control
brightness, contrast,
dynamic ratio, colour
components and
aspect ratio.

The monitor has
good viewing angle
and delivers deep
blacks. The display
has crisp colours with ample
details and no lag. Overall Philips
227E3QPH is a good low cost IPS
monitor for the office and home.

than some dual-core Android 2.3
smartphones we've tested too,
although it probably won't have as
long a useful lifespan as models with
more powerful multi-core chips.

HTC's ‘Sense' interface is still in
place, as are its selection of Home
screen widgets, but much of the
superfluous animation has been
removed. This was probably done to
take some strain off the single-core
processor, but it seems to have made
little positive impact on battery life.
The One V lasted for a so-so 6.5
hours in our video playback test with
flight mode enabled.

DETAILS

Contact: HTC India
Buy: www.htc.com/in/smartphone

DETAILS
Contact: Philips India
Buy: www.india.philips.com
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F&D W330BT

An all round bluetooth speaker

tis natural that our expectations

increase over time. Couple of

years ago multimedia speakers

were primarily designed to be
connected to a notebook or a PC.
With the growth in multimedia
consumption, dependance on
listening to music through a PC is
decreasing and wireless speakers
have flooded the market.

The new W330BT isa 2.1

speaker set designed for use with a
desktop or a laptop with an added

Budget pricing, easy
connectivity

OVERALL: &%

advantage of being able to play
music wirelessly. The speaker
system consists of two satellite
units and a woofer unit. The cubic
satellites are made of plastic instead
of wood and have a golden ring on
the front. The all black unit can be
placed on an edge and occupy
minimal desk space. Each unit has a
2.5 in driver. The woofer is made of
wood with a traditional box design
and has a 6.5 in driver.

On the right of the woofer unit
there is a large volume knob with a
white LED ring around it. The bass,
treble and wireless buttons are
housed on the rear.

Installing W330BT is a fairly
simple task. Just connect the
satellite units to the woofer, the
power cord to a power source and

you’re done! In case you
want to connectitto a
desktop or notebook you
just need use another cable.

To test Bluetooth streaming, we
used an Android phone, iPod
Touch, iPad and Samsung Galaxy
Tab. And in all the cases there
weren’t any hiccups. One just needs
to press a button and a rapidly
blinking blue light will indicate an
active bluetooth status. Then all you
need to do is to scan for the speaker
and pair with it from your
Bluetooth enabled device.

Aside from testing it through
several devices, we tested W330BT
with multiple genres of music as
well. To our delight it performed
very decently. It fell slightly short
while playing metal tracks, where

we felt that the satellite units were
lacking bass, but when corrected
through the woofer knob it became
almost perfect. The mids and the
lows are pretty good, high’s had a
pinch of bass missing. All in all the
speakers performed pretty well
throughout the test.

Though W330BT is officially
priced at Rs. 5990 MRP, it is
available online for somewhere
around Rs. 3500 which is a pretty
decent deal. We highly recommend
this product.

DETAILS

Contact: F&D India
Buy: www.fendaindia.com

Ashampoo Uninstaller 5 - ==

All round performance, boost for your computer

bsolete applications are
the biggest enemy of
computers, they
consume a lot of space
and drain system resources. We
generally depend on bundled
'Add/Remove programs' to get rid
of these applications. But did you
know that even after uninstalling
most applications, they leave
several associated folders, log files,

Install the full version from
our CD

OVERALL: K&k &
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registry entries and other unwanted
matter behind. More often than not
these files stay in your system
forever, occupying large chunks of
storage and leaving broken registry
entries, gradually slowing down
your system.

The solution is rather simple!
Install a removal tool, more
specifically an uninstaller.
Ashampoo Uninstaller 5 is the
perfect choice. When uninstalling a
program, this smart tool removes
everything associated with the
program from your system .

The program comes with a
utility suite similar to windows
system restore, but is more flexible.
To do its job, it does not just save a

registry log, itrather | ..

monitors the file and
system operation in real
time. Ashampoo

T — T — B S 5N

Uninstaller 5 knows every
change a program makes to
the system and when the time
comes, it reverses the actions to
wipe out every trace of that
program.

It also manages the system files,
restore points and removes dead
system shortcuts and duplicate files.
The program works unobtrusively
and does not hog system memory.
The latest version is backward
compatible with the earlier versions,
and whenever you update to the
latest version, it reuses older logs to

maintain seamless continuity.

The service the program provides
justifies it's price. After installing
this program, you don’t need to
invest in a registry cleaner,
defragmenter or disk scrubber. Only
for our readers, this program can be
installed for free from our CD.

DETAILS

Contact: Ashampoo
Buy: www.ashmpoo.com
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Western Digital My Net N90O

Aimed at small business, a good debut for WD

he storage specialist
Western Digital has
entered the wireless router
market with a consumer
wireless router N900. With a
black casing, My Net N900 looks
elegant and stylish. Though the
body feels a little flimsy, the
matte-glossy texture and silver
edges gives this router an overall
stunning look.
The WPS button and the LED
status indicators are placed in the

Comperhensive
monitoring, great speed
on 2.4GHz mixed mode

OVERALL: K& k*k

front, while the ethernet source
port along with 7 other ethernet
ports are at the back. This space is
also shared by a DC input, power
button, a USB3 and a USB2 port.

My Net N90O is a dual band
router, capable of supporting
speeds upto 450 MBPS through
both bands. You can use this
router both on 2.4GHz and 5GHz
bands as per your requirement.
The installation process is
extremely easy. The router was in
action in under two minutes. The
bundled CD comes in an
illustrated jacket with details on
connecting wireless and windows
clients. We installed this device
using a Windows 7 PC through
Ethernet.

Once installed, the N900 checks
the existing firmware online and

upgrades if
needed. WD
also offers an
array of
additional
software on
their website
to enhance
your internet experience, like
print sharing and router
monitoring.

Their web based router
management interface is called
My Dashboard. We are quite
impressed with the well-laid out
interface, easy configuration and
extensive menus. The N90O
supports features like DMZ,
firewall, parental controls, MAC
filtering and Ipv6. Apart from
sharing files through USB ports,
N900 features a storage wizard

which lets you share your files
across devices using DLNA,
iTunes and FTP servers.

Operating at 2.4GHz, this router
provided amazing throughput but
felt a tad short when using the
5GHz mixed mode. In India, most
homes and SOHOs use 2.4GHz,
for which WD's My Net N90O0 is a
perfect fit.

DETAILS

Contact: WD India
Buy: www.wdc.com

Logitech Ultimate Ear 350

An affordable earphone with neutral sound

n Ear, the latest Noise Isolation

series from Logitech claims to

be the choice of musicians. The

Ultimate Ear 350 comes
encased in a lovely black package
with a transparent front that allows
a good look at the unit. On the back
are testimonials written by two
famous musicians claiming this to
be their choice and meant for
audiophiles.

The package contains a set of

Good sound, small casing,
average 3.5mm connector

OVERALL: %%
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varying sized ear buds and a small
plastic box to store the earphones
when not in use. The box however

is very small and it’s difficult to
store the earphones in it, on the go.
The cable quality is decent, though
the 3.5mm
connector
quality looks
a little
o suspect.

We
listened to
music across

genres to test the
Ultimate Ears 350, we chose to
play tracks in different formats as
well as encoding. These included
tracks at 160 KBPS, 320 VBR
MP3’s, Apple Lossless Files and a
few FLAC tracks. We were aware
that it’s difficult to judge the quality
of anew earphone, so we allowed a

50 hour burn in before the test.

The lows were perfect with
ample bass, the mids were good
too. The sound is neutral without
any artificial exaggeration. The
highs are fairly decent but aren't as
loud as the others and do not hurt
your ears. While listening to a few
electronic and trance numbers, we
felt the sound go a tad blunt and
lose bass. But overall performance
is quite decent.

All in all, the Ultimate Ears 350
earphones are worth the money, a
decent buy in the price range.

DETAILS

Contact: Logitech India
Buy: www.logitech.com
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iBall Andi 5c

Decent mid-range ICS smartphone

the touch experience is top
notch, similar to any high end
smart phone. Videos up to 720p
are displayed well. Though the
camera is quite average, snaps
taken in ample light look good
on screen but distort when
zoomed into. However they are
fairly decent for use on social
media. We haven’t tested video
capture as it records only in 3GP
mode.

This dual sim phone comes
bundled with a 2300mAh battery,
which lasts around a day and half
even on heavy use. All in all, the
Andi 5c delivers good
performance on a budget.

buttons.

The power/screen lock button
is located on the right side of
the device while the volume
rocker is on the left. The micro
USB port and a 3.5mm
connector are housed on the
top. A 5 megapixel camera
along with a LED flash is
housed at the back whereas the
speaker grille is on the bottom.

The specifications are pretty
average: an ARM Cortex A9
single core processor, paired
with 512 MB of physical
memory. The manufacturer's
website claims that the phone has
4GB of internal memory, this in
reality has been divided into two.
The first partition is occupied by
the operating system, while the
second half (2GB) is accessible
to users. However you can

m Ball has in the past launched
a series of Android handsets,

I Andi 5c is the latest. This
handset looks quite similar to

Samsung’s Galaxy Note.

Packed in an attractive box,
Andi Sc comes bundled with
many accessories. The front is
jet black while the back is cased
in textured grey plastic. Overall
build quality is nice. The front is
dominated by the 5in IPS
display, just below the screen are
three navigation buttons. A
physical home button and two
soft touch menu and back

increase the memory up to 32GB
by using a MicroSD card.

The 5 inch IPS display has a
resolution of 480 x 800 pixels,
which is good enough for phones
that have screens measuring less
than 4 inch, it is a bit low fora 5
inch screen. However the screen
performs adequately with crisp
colours and impressive viewing
angles. Text looks a bit faded
with noticeable distortion.

The stock ICS is fast to use,

Good screen, poor camera

DETAILS

Contact: iBall India
Buy: www.iball.co.in
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Sony Alpha SLT — A65

Good DSLR with superb burst mode

for a price of a budget DSLR !

The A65 is pretty compact and
resembles an entry level camera like
Canon EOS 1100. A single control
wheel sits on the front grip,
controlling shutter speed and F/stop in
shutter or aperture priority modes.
The power and shutter button is on the

impressive feature of
the A65, normally this
is found on more
advance models. You
need to use class 10
storage cards, otherwise
you will experience a
noticable shutter lag.

e Sony Alpha SLT-A65

DSLR inherits features

from the earlier A33 and

AS55 models. The A65 has
an OLED Electronic ViewFinder
instead of a traditional pentaprism
optical finder... A single change that
helps the camera achieve

noticeable noise while changing

outstandingly fast autofocus and
high frame rates in burst mode. All
this advance technology is available

Quality images, friendly
interface, great autofoucus

OVERALL: K&k
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top right with two more buttons
alongside controlling ISO and EV
compensation. The control dial is
placed on the top. Other controls are
grouped at the rear next to the 3 inch
adjustable screen.

For connectivity, there are
miniUSB and mini HDMI ports. The
camera also has a GPS receiver that
lets you add location information to
the image. Burst shooting is the most

The focus was sharp in all our test
images, the camera was able to
capture rich details. The images till
ISO 3200 were excellent though
noise started creeping in at higher
ISO values. Images had noticeable
grain at ISO 6400 and 16000 but
were usable with some minor post
processing. The video quality is
good, autofocus was spot on while
shooting video and there was no

focus. But we recommend you opt
for an external mike.

Allin all, Sony Alpha A65 is a
great camera. The 24 megapixel
sensor, vibrant picture quality, great
OLED screen and fast burst mode
make it a winner.

DETAILS

Contact: Sony India
Buy: www.sony.co.in
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Microsoft Windows 8 review

A big change to the look and feel of the world's most widespread PC operating system

indows 8 is the newest
version of the
Microsoft operating
system (OS) we're all
familiar with on our laptops and
desktop PCs. It's no exaggeration to
say that this latest edition is the
biggest revamp since Windows 95.

The biggest change is the
interface, which has been designed
to work with a touchscreen or with
akeyboard and mouse. Microsoft
claims this makes it perfect for
tablets and more familiar
computers. It had the development
name 'Metro' but is now referred to
simply as "'Windows 8'.

The biggest single change is the
Start menu. It has been replaced by
anew Start screen, a change that is
going to leave may Windows users
asking where has the start button
gone?'.

Users of Windows Phone 7 will
find it instantly familiar, though.
The large and colourful Live Tiles
take the place of icons. You can
pick and choose which tiles you
want to have ‘pinned' to your Start
screen with the rest accessible from
the “all apps' button.

Besides opening programs, the
tiles also continuously update to
show new information. For
example the Calendar tile will show
your next upcoming appointment,
while the Mail tile shows how
many unread emails await your
attention.

The Start screen scrolls

WE SAY

Inexpensive,
Intergrates with
microsoft cloud service,
New interfaceis
awkward

OVERALL: K& k*&
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horizontally instead of vertically. On
atouchscreen PC or tablet you
would swipe the screen to scroll, but
it's also possible to scroll using a
mouse wheel, scroll bar or the arrow
keys.

All of the tasks that used to be
accomplished using the Start menu
are now done from the Start screen,
from accessing settings to quickly
searching for programs and files.
The simplified, colourful interface is
startlingly different if you're used to
Windows 7.

In fact, the Start screen isn't just a
Start menu replacement — it's a
whole new way of using a Windows
computer. Software that is designed
to be compatible with the Windows 8
interface, such as Internet Explorer
or the email program, take over the
entire screen. None of the menus and
toolbars you will be familiar with are
to be seen.

Extra buttons and controls are
accessed by either swiping down
from the top or the bottom of the
screen if you have a touchscreen or
by clicking the right mouse button.

System-wide options, such as
getting back to the Start screen or
searching, are accessed from another
new tool called the Charms bar. To
make this appear, swipe from the
right-hand side of your touchscreen
or hover the mouse at the top right-
hand side of the screen.

Although Windows 8 feels
considerably smoother and more
responsive on a touchscreen than
Windows 7, the new way of working
in the Start screen and Windows 8
apps is initially strange and
frustratingly confounding when
using a keyboard and mouse. You do
getused to it, but the preinstalled
apps are basic and the stripped-
down, full-screen interfaces fail to
take advantage of a PC's high-
resolution screen.

The traditional desktop and more

== Windows 8

familiar programs are still present in
Windows 8 though. Click the
Desktop icon and the old-style
interface returns. Even if you're
dedicated to the new Start screen and
Metro apps, the old desktop is
actually still essential for even the
most basic tasks from accessing
USB memory keys to installing
drivers for printers and other
peripherals, as well as for using
existing non-Metro programs.

This constant switching back and
forth feels disjointed and
inconsistent for experienced users
and can be confusing for novices.
This is especially true when
accessing files from within
programs. Metro apps have a
completely different interface for
opening and saving files compared to
traditional programs.

Tweaks to the traditional desktop
interface include the addition of
tabbed Microsoft Office-style
Ribbon toolbars to Windows
Explorer. Although this can look
intimidating, it does ultimately make
all the various commands and
options easier to find.

One undeniably useful feature that
needs to be taken further is Windows'
integration with Microsoft's cloud
services. You're encouraged to sign
in with your Microsoft account when
installing Windows 8. Doing so
allows you to seamlessly
synchronise your settings, but not
apps or files stored on your hard disk,
between multiple Windows 8

computers. Files stored on the
Microsoft Skydrive online storage
service will appear on all your
Windows 8 computers
automatically.

The standard version of the new
operating system, simply called
Windows 8, will suit most home
users and is available as a download.
However the Media Centre feature
from Windows 7 for recording TV is
now an optional add-on. There are
Pro and Enterprise versions with
specialised features aimed at users
who work in medium and large
businesses.

There's also a special version
called Windows RT that's only
available preinstalled on tablets that
use power-efficient ARM processors
rather than traditional Intel or AMD
chips. It's identical to Windows 8,
but can't run existing Windows 8-
interface programs.

Windows 8 is a big gamble for
Microsoft. In changing an interface
that millions of people have become
familiar with over the course of
almost 20 years, it risks alienating
many of its customers. The
increasing shift from sales of laptops
to those of tablets means that
Microsoft has to find a way to make
Windows work with touchscreens -
something Windows 7 completey
failed to do.

Whether it can do better than
Apple or Android on that type of
device will be down to two things:
the quality of the apps that
developers produce and the speed
with which customers become
familiar with the Windows 8
interface.

But on the desktop and laptop,
with touch or without, the Windows
8 interface is confusing at first and
the access controls for some of the
important tools are fiddly. That's a
shame, as there are some interesting
new features behind it.
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Jargon
Buster

[ Techno babble demystified...

value varies continuously
over time. For example, when
a person speaks, the sound
wave is an analogue signal,
varying smoothly as they
talk. Analogue signal
information differs from
digital signals, which move
sharply between fixed
values. To help visualise this,
consider the difference
between an analogue watch
face with sweeping hands
and a digital watch display,
which jumps from one
number to the next.

’ Analogue Signal whose

Animated GIF  Stands for

' Graphics Interchange
Format, a popular file format
for storing graphic images,
often for use on websites. An
animated GIF is simply a
string of these images,
creating the illusion of
moving pictures when played
back.

such as a word-processor
document or spreadsheet,
sent along with an email
message.

’ Attachment A computer file,

create the sound of a

' Delay An audio effect used to
repeating echo.

mp3 A standard for
' compressing digital audio. The
sound quality of an mp3 file is
close to that of CD audio but
needsonly a fraction of the
storage space.

Windows are performed by
clicking the left mouse button.
However, since the arrival of
Windows 95, many programs,
and Windows itself, make use
of the right mouse button
click to display a pop-up menu
with special functions.

' Right-click Most actions in
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Apple Mac 0S X
10.8 Mountain Lion

A small meow rather than a huge roar

ac OS X 10.8, also

known as Mountain

Lion, is the latest

version of Apple’s
operating system for its range of
Mac computers.

One feature that is easy to
overlook is greater integration
with Apple’s iCloud online
storage service. Some programs,
such as Apple’s iWork office
suite, will now offer to save files
to iCloud by default - SGB of
free storage is included. It is not
quite as flexible as rival services
such as Dropbox though. Files
created by one iCloud-enabled
program will not show up in
another unless you manually
drag and drop files between
them. The iCloud website also
currently only shows files
uploaded by iWork.

Mountain Lion continues the
trend in the previous version of
Mac OS X, 10.7 Lion, of
incorporating new features first
seen in i0S. Notification Center
is a new system for alert
messages, such as notices about
new tweets or emails.
Notifications can be customised
so they are not too intrusive. The
catch is that these notifications
are only available in programs
distributed through the Mac App
Store and websites programmed
to take advantage of them.

Cheap, great iCloud
enhancement handy
notifications

OVERALL: &4k

Twitter is now
closely integrated.
Share buttons in
applications such
as Safari let you
tweet without
having to use the
Twitter website or
app. There is even
the option to write
anew tweet from
the Notifications
drawer. If you would
rather send a text, the
revamped iChat program,
now called Messages, can send
free SMS messages to iPhones
and iPads.

Previously an iTunes-
exclusive feature, Airplay lets
you stream video and audio
from any application to your
TV if it has an Apple TV set-
top box attached. This is useful
if you do not have a smart TV.
Sadly, video streaming only
works on newer Macs and
even then we had to tweak the
settings of our router by to get
smooth video. Audio
streaming should work with
many older Macs though and it
also works with Apple’s
Airport Express router.

Mountain Lion has a new
Dictation feature that listens to
your voice and transcribes it
into text. It is surprisingly
accurate but correcting
mistakes is a chore and it sends
the text to Apple’s servers for
transcription, so you will need
a fast internet connection.

Unlike Microsoft and its
Security Essentials program
for Windows, Apple does not
include a full antivirus

program with Mac OS X.

There are several new security
features though. The most
notable is Gatekeeper. This can
be set to allow only programs
downloaded from the Mac App
Store, as well as non-App Store
programs from developers who
have security certificates issued
by Apple, to run. Many popular
programs, such as those from
Microsoft and Adobe, don’t fall
into either category so you
would have to ignore Gatekeeper
anyway in order to install them.

A few flaws from Lion remain
untouched. For those without
broadband is that Mountain Lion
is only available as a download
from the Mac App Store. Lion
was also available on a USB
memory key, but this is not an
option for Mountain Lion.

DETAILS

Contact: Apple India
Buy: www.apple.com/in
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ven though many tablet and
smartphone apps are cheap, it is
amazing how quickly the bill
can mount up as you download
new things to try. Buying even
a couple of apps each week could mean
you spend hundreds of Rupees a year in
an app store.
The good news is you can cram your
phone or tablet full of apps without
parting with hard-earned cash, with a
little effort. We are not talking about
free apps either. Instead, we will
explain how to get any app without
paying anything — and the methods we
will describe are entirely legal. So, if
you want all the best apps without
paying a penny, read on.

Easy freebies
We will be concentrating on how to
get free apps for Apple iOS and
Google Android smartphones and
tablets. But do not worry if you have
a Blackberry or Windows Phone as
we have tips for you, too. And if you
would simply like some good free
software for your PC or Mac, look at
the ‘Free PC and Mac applications’
box on this page .

= Fe=cl HOW TO

Get any

Discover the legal and easy ways to fill your tablet
or smartphone with apps — without paying a penny

Both the iTunes App Store (for iOS) and Google Play
(formerly Market, for Android) have thousands of free
apps, and the best places to browse them are the
respective ‘free’ charts. To browse these quickly,
Android users should launch a desktop web browser
and visit the Google Play store
(https://play.google.com). Click Android Apps on the
left, followed by Top Free to browse the rankings. In
iTunes on a PC or Mac, click iTunes Store followed by
App Store and pick between iPhone or iPad at the top.
On the right, you will see Top Charts. Scroll to Free
Apps and click See All to browse the top 200. The App
Store home page also offers a ‘Great Free Apps’
showcase, and a free ‘App of the week’ (which is an app

that usually requires paying for).
So far, so obvious. But these rankings are just the tip

A UseiTunes’ Power Search to filter out paid-for apps, so that
only free or ‘lite’ apps will appear in your search results

Jargon
Buster

I Techno babble
demystified...

Android An operating
' system for portable
computers and mobile
phones, based on the
Linux system that is
used on some PCs.

Dropdown menu Alist
' of options that appears
when you click a menu
button, marked with a
down-pointing arrow.

system used by Apple’s
iPhone, iPad and iPod
Touch devices.

' i0S The operating

Syndication. A simple
format for
automatically
distributing news
headlines and other
content from the web.

' RSS Really Simple

Smartphone A

' modern phone with
computer functions on
which users can install
programs.

computer with a
touch—sensitive screen
instead of a keyboard.

' Tablet Atype of

w Free PC and Mac applications

Apple’s Mac App Store allows you to install

your apps on any Apple-branded OS X
machine that you “own or control” in a
personal, non-commercial capacity, meaning that
you can install your own apps on your child’s Mac,
for example. Sign in to the App Store with your
Apple ID, click Purchases, then Install to download
the app free. Then sign out again.

Some PC and Mac developers offer impressive
‘starter’ versions of their software; Serif is one

example (www.serif.com/

freedownloads). And do not forget the various
web app offerings, either. Google Documents
(http://docs.google.com) and Microsoft Office
Web Apps (http://office.microsoft.com) are
free and capable web-based productivity tools,
for example. Similarly, Adobe offers a free
online version of its popular Photoshop editing
tool, at www.snipca.com/6417.
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A The App Shopper website
tracks i0S (and Mac) app
costs and will alert you
when prices hit zero
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Search
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iPad Transfer
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of the free-app iceberg, and if you are after something
specific, a search is a more effective way to find it.

Google Play enables search results to be filtered. Use
the All Prices dropdown menu to choose Free. The
iTunes Store offers a similar feature. Click the search
bar at the top and execute a search. When the results
appear, click Power Search in the top left, and use the
first dropdown menu to select Apps. The options to the
right will change to display a ‘Search only for free
Apps’ tickbox. Click to tick it, type in your search term
and click Search.

Strike a lite

As well as selling paid-for apps, some developers
release free ‘lite’ versions. These will often contain
adverts or offer fewer features than their paid-for
siblings, though the exact limitations differ from app to
app and, in some cases, they are minimal. If you find a
paid app in iTunes that you would like to try, click its

« -

Lirw
s

[ @ Home Sharing

.. 5.0

A Setup Home Sharing in iTunes to install paid-for apps on i0S devices in your home
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name to view the details, then scroll down to the ‘More
Apps by this developer” heading. You may well find a
free version, though you will need to click on each app
individually to check the price.

Alternatively, scroll to the bottom for the ‘Customers
also bought’ section, which could point you in the
direction of similar (and possibly better) apps, some of
which may be free. In Google Play, an app’s details page
sometimes has a ‘More from developer’ panel on the
left, which even lists the price of each app, meaning you
will spot the free ones in an instant. Alternatively, click
the developer name just below the app name at the top.
Below are also lists of apps other users viewed or
installed, which may point you towards similar
offerings.

Both the Windows Phone Marketplace and
Blackberry App World also have top free app listings on
their home pages.

Track your apps

App prices fluctuate all the time, meaning sometimes
paid apps will be offered free for a limited time. One
way to take advantage of price movements is by using a
price-tracking tool such as App Shopper
(www.appshopper.com). Click Register at the top right,
fill in your details, verify your account by clicking the
link in the email you receive, then log in to the site. Now
browse to find apps using the What’s New tab or the
search bar. Under the price of an app, find the little Want
It tickbox, tick it then click ‘Wish List’ at the top. Over
on the right is a ‘Price Drop Notifications’ box, where
you can choose to be notified by email or RSS when
apps you want drop in price.

App Shopper also has a list of all apps whose prices
have dropped to nothing. Click What’s New, then use
the filters just below the tabs to click Price Drops and
Free. Free App A Day is another option for iOS
(www.freeappaday.com), as is App Free.

For Android and Windows Phone 7, there isn’t quite
the variety of price-trackers. Android Rundown
(www.snipca.com/6415) lists apps whose prices have
dropped, some of which will be free.

On a Windows Phone device, point
its web browser to
www.snipca.com/6416 for a list of apps
that have had their prices cut, and many
of which are free.

[=F 1%

iTunes Home Sharing

Perhaps the best way for Apple owners
to get free apps is to use iTunes’ Home
Sharing feature. This allows iOS apps
to be copied between a maximum of
five computers in your home. Apple’s
terms and conditions allow apps you
have bought for personal, non-
commercial use to be installed on any
i0OS device that you “own or control” in
a personal capacity, so not only is this
trick legal but iTunes helps you to do it.



To transfer apps in this iPad
way, open iTunes on the
first computer, point to
Advanced and choose Turn
On Home Sharing. Type
your Apple ID and
password and click Create
Home Share. Do the same
on a second computer, using
the same Apple ID. If
prompted, authorise the
second computer to play
content from your Apple ID

Version

HOW TO

GET FREE APPS

Name: Laurence Cable's iPad
Capacity: 28.56 GB
Software Version: 5.1.1
identifier (UDID):

Conmect this iPad using a USB cable in order to update or restore its software.

(you can authorise a total of A Choose slides from different presentations with Powerpoint 2003

five computers — iPhones,
iPads and iPods do not count towards this).

With Home Share enabled on both computers, look
for the Shared heading in the iTunes sidebar. On the
destination computer, click the triangle next to the other
machine’s name under Shared, to expand the list of
media types.

Click Apps to browse everything on the source
computer (the one with the synchronised apps). Drag
the one you are after onto your own Library at the top of
the iTunes sidebar. The beige area at the top of iTunes
will show the progress of the copy, which may take
some time depending on how big the app is. Once it is
copied, connect any iOS device that synchronises with
this computer, click its entry under Devices, then click
Apps in the bar at the top. In the list, tick the box next to
the app you have copied and click Apply in the lower-
right-hand corner to copy it to the second iOS device.

Sharing Android apps
In the same way iOS apps are tied to an Apple ID,
Android apps are tied to a Google account. However,
they can be installed on an “unlimited amount of times
on any device” for personal, non-commercial use. This
means that if you buy an app, you can sign in to Google
Play on your partner’s or child’s Android device that
you own and download any previously purchased apps.
To do this, tap Settings followed by Accounts & Sync
and then Add Account. Opt not to sync any data, then
open the Google Play store and tap Menu followed by
Accounts and choose your Google account. Tap Menu
followed by My Apps and swipe across to All, where
you can tap through and install apps associated with
your account. To remove your account later, return to
Accounts & Sync, select your Google account and tap
Remove account.

Befriend the developers

Apple iOS developers can distribute their apps outside
of the App Store for testing purposes, to a maximum of
100 devices. If you can persuade a developer to make
your device one of the 100, they can send you apps free
(usually in exchange for feedback). How much luck you
have with this is likely to depend on the size of the outfit
behind the app. Large organisations will probably be
doing extensive internal testing but smaller companies

sometimes request external testers.

You can contact an app’s developers by clicking the
Website or Support link on its App Store page in iTunes.
If they let you test it, they will need to set up various
things, and will need your handset’s unique device
identifier (UDID). To find this, connect the device to
your computer, click its name in iTunes and find the
Serial Number entry on the Summary screen. Click the
number, which will change to ‘Identifier (UDID)’. Send
this to the developer. When they send you the app, it will
arrive as an .ipa file. Double-click it to add it to your
iTunes library, then synchronise it to your device as
normal.

Alternatively, developers may give offer promotional
codes for their apps. If you receive one,